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LAWS RELATING TO RAILROADS. 



Location of Purchased Lands. 

Acts of 1896, Chapter 78. f 

An Act relative to filing Locations of Lands Purcliased for railroad 

purposes. 

Section 1. Locations authorized to be filed under the provisions of Extension of 
chapter three hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hun- certain loca-^ 
dred and ninety-five may, in case of lands heretofore purchased or acquired g2?i8»5, 85«. 
for railroad purposes, be filed within one year frou) the passage of this act 
in the same manner and with like effect as provided by said act 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. {Approved Feb- 
ruary Id, 1896. 

Bailroad Police. 

Acts of 1896, Chapter 226. 

An Aot relative to the evidence of reffularity of the Appointment of 
Bailroad and Steamboat Police. 

Section 1. A duly attested copy of the record of the appointment of a Dniy atteeted 
railroad or steamboat police officer, which has been filed witii the clerk of ment ooncfii^^ 
a city or town or board of police commissioners in accordance with the pro- ^^|* ^^ . ^^ 
visions of section fourteen of chapter one hundred and three of the Public 
Statutes, shall be conclusive of the regularity of such officer^s appointment. 

Section 2. The presence of any such officer on the cars, steamboats or Presence of 
premises of the corporation upon whose petition he was appointed, wearing etcrprima**^* 
a badge in accordance with section sixteen of chapter one hundred and p^'g xJj^?*^; 
tliree of the Public Statutes, shall be prima facie evidence that he is law- 
fully on duty. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. {Approved March 
28, 1896. 

Inquests on DecUhs by Accident. 

Acta of 1806, Chapter 302. 

An Act relative to Reports of Evidence eriven at Inquests in cases of 
death by accident on Railroads and Street Railways. 

Section 1. When a justice has reason to believe that an inquest to be Report of 
held by him relates to the death by accident of a passenger or employee fain inquests*'* 
upon a railroad, or of a traveller upon a public or private way at a railroad *° kq^J^"^^ 
crossing, or to a death by accident resulting from or connected with the See P. s. 26, 

S& 1ft IS 

operation of a street railway, he shall cause -a verbatim report of the evi- 

dence given before him to be made. The accuracy of such report shall be 

sworn to by the person making the same, and the report and tlie reporter's 

bill for his services, after each has been examined and approved in writing 

by such justice, shall be forwarded without unnecessary delay to the board 

of railroad commissioners. Bills for such services, when approved by the BUieof ezpense, 

said board, shall be forwarded to the auditor of accounts, and shall be paid ^^^^tJ? ^^*^' 
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out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, and shall be assessed on the sev- 
eral corporations owning or operating the railroads or street railways on 
which the accidents occurred, and shall be collected in the manner pro- 
vided in section twelve of chapter one hundred and twelve of the Public 
Statutes. 

Section 2 Chapter three hundred and sixty-five of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight and chapter one hundred and fifty-four 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine are hereby re- 
pealed ; but such repeal shall not affect existing rights. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved April 
22, 1896^ 

Abolition of Grade Crossings. 

Acts of 1806, Chapter 430. 

An Act relative to the Payment by the Commonwealth of the Bxpensea 
apportioned to it in the Abolition of Grade Crossinirs. 

Section 1. Section ten of chapter four hundred and twenty-eight of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety is hereby amended by insert- 
ing after the word " dollars ", in the sixth line, the words : — provided, that 
if in any year the expenditure by the Commonwealth under the provisions 
of this act shall not amount to five hundred thousand dollars, the unex- 
pended balance thereof shall be added to the five hundred thousand dollars 
allowed to be paid by the Commonwealth during any subsequent year, — 
so as to read as follows : — Section 10, The amount to be paid under the 
provisions of this act by the Commonwealth in any one year (the year be- 
ginning with the passage of this act), shall not exceed five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and the total amount to be paid by the Commonwealth under 
the provisions of this act shall not exceed five million dollars : provided, 
that if in any year the expenditure by the Commonwealth under the pro- 
visions of this act shall not amount to five hundred thousand dollars, the 
unexpended balance thereof shall be added to the five hundred thousand 
dollars allowed to be paid by the Commonwealth during any subsequent 
year ; and the treasurer and receiver general of the Commonwealth shall 
pay the amount of cost allotted to the state from any money not otherwise 
appropriated, and is hereby authorized, when requested by the governor 
and council so to do, to issue and sell bonds from time to time, imder such 
terms and conditions, and with a sinking fund for their redemption, as shall 
best promote the welfare of the Commonwealth. 

Section 2. The difference between the amounts heretofore annually 
paid and the five hundred thousand dollars allowed to be annually paid by 
the Commonwealth under the provisions of section ten of chapter four hun- 
dred and twenty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, 
may be paid at any time by the Commonwealth under the provisions of said 
act, in addition to the amounts already allowed to be expended. 

Section 3. The estimates of the amoimts to be paid, and the computa- 
tion of the amounts paid, by the Commonwealth under the provisions of 
said chapter four hundred and twenty-eight, shall not include the sums ap- 
portioned to cities and towns and advanced by the Commonwealth under 
the provisions of section seven of said chapter four hundred and twenty- 
eight, as amended by chapter two hundred and eighty-three of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three and by chapter five hundred 
and forty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-four. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. \^Approved May 
28, 1896. 
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UNION PASSENGER STATION, 5 

Southerly Union Passenger Station in Boston. 

Acto of 1896, Chapter 516. 

An Act to provide for a Union Station for passenerers on Bailroadd 
entering: the Southerly part of the city of Boston. 

Section 1. Charles F. Choate, William Bliss, William T. Hart, Royal C. Terminal 

, company char- 

Taft, and Charles P. Clark, their associates and successors, are hereby made tered to bniid 
a corporation by the name of The Boston Terminal Company, with power ^^ '^ ^°' 
to construct and maintain a union passenger station in the southerly part 
of the city of Boston, and to provide and operate adequate terminal facili- 
ties for the several railroad companies hereinafter authorized to hold the 
stock of said terminal company, and for the accommodation of the public 
in connection therewith. 

Section 2 The capital stock of said corporation shall be five hundred Capital stock, 
thousand dollars, and the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, the New 
England Railroad Company, the Boston and Providence Railroad Corpora- 
tion, the Old Colony Railroad Company, and the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company, being lessee of the Old Colony Railroad 
Company, may each subscribe for and hold one fifth portion of the said 
capital stock. The corporation may by by-laws regulate the terms and 
conditions upon which its stock may be transferred. All said capital stock 
shall be paid in in cash by said railroad companies before the corporation 
takes any land under the provisions of this act. 

Section 3. The immediate government and direction of the affairs of offlcere. 
said terminal company shall be vested in a board of five trustees, to be 
appointed at once on the organization of said company, one of whom shall 
be appointed by each of said railroad corporations from its directors, to hold 
office as such trustee at the pleasure of the corporation by whom he is so 
appointed ; any vacancy to be filled in like manner. The trustees shall 
elect one of their number to be chairman, and may elect another to be vice 
chairman, and shall choose a clerk who shall be sworn, and a treasurer who 
shall give bond in the smn required by the by-laws, with surety, for the 
faithful discharge of his duties. 

Section 4. Said terminal company, to provide means to carry out the Terminal com- 
purposes of this act, may from time to time issue coupon or registered KSiei^nda. 
bonds, in sums of not less than one hundred dollars each, payable at periods 
not exceeding one hundred years from the date thereof, bearing interest not 
exceeding four per cent per annum, payable annually, semi-annually, or 
quarterly, to such an amount as may be necessary and as may be approved 
by the board of railroad commissioners. No bonds shall be issued unless 
approved in writing by at least three of the trustees of the corporation. 
Said corporation may mortgage or pledge as security for the payment of Bonds, how 
such bonds, or of any bonds given in renewal thereof, a part or all of its 
real estate and other property. In case any mortgage made to secure 
bonds issued by the terminal company under the provisions of this act 
shall be foreclosed, and there shall not be thereby realized a sum sufficient 
to pay all the then outstanding bonds secured by said mortgage, said rail- 
road companies shall be held liable to pay any deficiency in the amount 
required to pay all of said bonds and the interest thereon, in such propor- 
tions as may be just and equitable, having regard to the use which they or 
their lessees may have respectively had of the mortgaged property ; and 
the supreme judicial court shall have jurisdiction in equity to determine 
such proportions and to compel such payments to l^e made, so that the full 
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payment of the principal and interest of bonds issued under the provisions 
of this act by the terminal company shall not in any event fail. Any sucK 
mortgage shall be made to a trustee or trustees approved in writing by tlie 
board of savings banks commissioners, and savings banks and institutions 
for savings may invest in such bonds when so secured. 

Section 6. Said terminal company may purchase or otherwise take in 
fee the whole or any part of the land in the city of Boston within the follow- 
ing limits, that is to say : — Beginning at the easterly comer of Atlantic 
avenue and a way called Summer street ; thence bounded by the northerly 
line of said way extended to Fort Point channel ; thence by said channel 
to Broadway ; tlience by Broadway to the westerly line of Lehigh street ; 
thence by the westerly line of Lehigh street and by South street, Kneeland 
street and the westerly line of Cove street extended to Federal street; 
thence by the westerly line of Federal street to Summer street ; and thence 
across public ways to the point of beginning ; and may discontinue and 
occupy for its purposes all streets and rights of way embraced within the 
land so acquired : provided, hovjever, that no land belonging to the Boston 
and Albany Railroad Company or to the Old Colony Railroad Company 
shall be taken by said terminal company without the consent of the directors 
of both of said railroad companies ; and provided, further ^ that the portion 
of Federal street to be discontinued under the provisions of this act shall 
not be closed to travel prior to the completion of the extension of Summer 
street and the extension of Dorchester avenue hereinafter provided for, 
and the opening of the same to travel, unless a temporary provision for 
the travel over such portion of Federal street, so that the travel shall not 
be interrupted, is provided for in some manner approved by the mayor, 
such temporary accommodation to continue until the conipletion of said 
Dorchester avenue and Summer street; and provided, further, that if said 
terminal company shall take for the purposes of this act any part of the 
land, within the limits before described, owned by the Boston Gaa Light 
Company, it shall take the whole of the land owned by said Boston Gas 
Light Company within said limits. 

Section 6. Said terminal company, upon the passage of this act, shall 
forthwith organize ; and thereupon the trustees thereof shall at once pre- 
pare plans and specifications for the construction of a union passenger 
station upon land herein above authorized to be taken, adequate for the 
business to be accommodated, and of such construction as may be best 
adapted for the accommodation of the companies and of the public, ex- 
hibiting its form, dimensions of walls, rooms and partitions, and arrange- 
ments, and its location with reference to the adjacent streets and to the 
tracks of all said railroad companies located or proposed to be located in 
the vicinity thereof, and any projections over adjacent streets, so far as 
practicable ; and shall submit said plans when completed to the mayor of 
Boston for his approval, who shall forthwith approve or disapprove them 
in writing The trustees shall then at once submit said plans to the board 
of railroad commissioners for its approval, and said board, after notice to 
the railroad companies and to the mayor of Boston, and a hearing, shall 
approve the plans, or order such changes thereof as in their judgment the 
safety and convenience of the public and the interests of all said railroad 
companies require. Said station shall be constructed by the terminal com- 
pany according to the plans thus approved by the board of railroad 
commissioners, or as the same may be changed as hereinafter provided. 
The supreme judicial court, or any justice thereof, shall have jurisdiction 
in equity to enforce the provisions of this section. 
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• UNION PASSENGER STATION. 7 

Section 7. Said terminal company, within three months after the plans FiUng location, 
df said union station are approved as above provided, shall file in the reg- 
istry of deeds for the county of Suflfolk a location of the lands hereby 
authorized to be taken by it, or of such part thereof as it then deems it 
necessary to acquire ; and shall proceed with all reasonable diligence to the Conetruction 
construction and completion of such union passenger station according to ** *^ **°' 
said plans. But the trustees of the terminal company may from time to Alteration of 
time propose to the mayor of Boston any changes in said plans, and the ^ *°"' 
mayor shall forthwith approve or disapprove such changes in writing ; and 
the trustees shall then at once submit such changes to the board of railroad 
commissioners, who, after notice to the mayor and to the railroad com- 
panies, and a hearing, shall approve the same, or order such modifications 
thereof as in their judgment the safety and convenience of the public and 
the interests of all said railroad companies require 

Section 8. Said terminal company, upon the completion of said union Regulation* 
passenger station and grounds, shall make reasonable rules and regulations station.^ 
for their use ; and the board of railroad commissioners, upon the applica- 
tion of either of said companies or of the mayor of the city of Boston, and 
a hearing, may, from time to time, make any modification of such rules and 
regulations which they may deem just and reasonable Such rules and reg- 
ulations shall be binding upon all corporations and persons in the use of 
said station and grounds, and shall be enforced by railroad police officers 
who may be appointed upon the application of the terminal company, in 
the same manner and with the same powers in said station and grounds, 
and with like liability of the terminal company for their acts, as railroad 
police officers under the general law. ^ 

Section 9. All said railroad companies upon the completion of said ^^1^2*^^^"' 
station shall use the same, and the terminal facilities provided by said sution. 
terminal company on the land herein above authorized to be taken, for all 
of their terminal passenger business in Boston, instead of the passenger 
terminals now used by them ; and the supreme judicial court, or any justice 
thereof, shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce this provision ; but said 
terminal company may contract with either of said railroad companies for 
the use of such separate and specified portion or portions of the terminal 
station hereinafter provided for as may be reasonably necessary for their 
respective use. 

Section 10. Said railroad companies hereby required to use said union CompensaUon 
station shall pay to the terminal company for such use, in monthly pay- staUon. 
ments, such amounts as may be necessary to pay the expenses of its cor- 
porate administration and of the maintenance and operation of said station, 
and of the facilities connected therewith and owned by said terminal com- 
pany, including insurance and all repairs, all taxes and assessments which 
may be required to be paid by said terminal company, the interest upon 
its bonds or other obligations issued under the provisions of this act as the 
same shall become payable, and a dividend, not to exceed four per cent 
per annum, upon its capital stock. Each of said railroad companies shall apportionment 
pay for such use of said station and facilities in the proportion in which it 
has the use thereof, the same to be fixed by the written agreement of all 
of said railroad companies before the completion of said station ; and in 
case they fail thus to agree, the board of railroad commissioners shall de- 
termine such proportions upon the application of said terminal company 
or of any of the railroad companies. Said proportions as thus fixed, either reviaion of. 
by agreement or by the decision of the board of railroad commissioners, 
may be revised and altered from time to time, either by the written agreo- 
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iMfTfrin frtTrridftd to be coo*tniet^ mad Tnaintarrned br the terminal companr 
aec#r**;ble aivi rxmv^ikut for pchlic ttse, the fcl lotting cbazi^es ^hall be 
mnAe \fr the boani of *tre*4 comniift«iofi»rT? of the citT oi Bo*toti in its streets 
and pti'^f'.H; plar-e«, to wit : — Lehigh gtreec between Sornh street acd Broad- 
way J/rWge fthall be discontinued : Core street shall be widened to the width 
of at lea^it one hundred feet, aol extended at the width to which it mar dios 
be widened to .Stnnmer street extended as required br this art : all of Fed- 
eral Ktr*^ between Ea%ex street and Feder«l ^reet bridge which is not 
embrar:^ within land which the terminal companj is aothorized to take, 
or which is not incloled in the abore widening or extending of Core street, 
•ball be d]^;ontinaed : Sommer street shall be extended at le*5t one hnn- 
dred feet in width finom Porehase stre^ to the harbor commissioners* line : 
DorC'he<rter arenoe •■hall be extended orer Federal street bridge, and thence 
liiid out at a width of ninetj-two feet, upon land which the terminal com- 
pany shall conrej to the city without compensation, substantiallT parallel 
with the harbor comnussioners* line, to Sommer street so extended : and said 
terminal company shall convey in fee to the city soch of its land acquired 
tmder this act as may be required by said street commissioners for said 
widening and extension of Core and Sommer streets, at its actual reasonable 
cost to said terminal company: Albany street and Broadway, and the 
bridges thereof oyer the Boston and Albany tracks, shall be changed so as 
to enable the two soodierly main tracks and two additional main tracks 
sooth of them to be extended thereonder to the groonds of the terminal 
company. Said board of street commissioners shall discontinoe, widen, and 
lay oat said streets in soch manner as may be approred by the mayor, and 
said city shall constroct said streets and make said changes in said bridges 
as above specified : proinded, however^ that the terminal company shall con- 
stmet a bridge for the accommodation of foot passengers or a sobway from 
the end of the new (^ore street to meet Dorchester avenue at a convenient 
place, as determined by the railroad conmussioners and street commission- 
ers, sitting jointly, whenever said commissioners deem it necessary. The 
snpreme jodicial court, or any justice thereof, shall have jurisdiction in 
equity to enforce the provisions of this section. 

Sfxtion 12. Said terminal company and the city of Boston may each 
release to the other any land which may be necessary for the uses of said 
terminal company, or for public ways or places respectively, upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon between the trustees of the terminal company 
and the mayor and the board of street commissioners of said city ; and said 
railroad companies may convey to each other any land or interest in land in 
Boston, owned by them respectively, which it may be found proper to trans- 
fer for convenience in the approach to or use of the station and grounds of 
said terminal company. 
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UNION PASSENGER STATION. 9 

Section 13. For the purpose of paying any expenses incurred by the isane of bonds 
eity of Boston in carrying out the provisions of this act, the city council of Boeton, — Umit 
said city may from time to time, on the request of the mayor, authorize the ®' a°iount. 
city treasurer to issue notes, bonds or scrip of said city to the amount speci- 
fied in any such request, for a term or terms not exceeding thirty years from 
the date tiiereof: provided, the sum total of such amounts shall not exceed Limit of issue. 
two million dollars. If the city council shall not within thirty days after a 
request firom the mayor authorize the loan requested, then the city treasurer 
of said city shall, on the request of the mayor, issue and sell notes, bonds or 
scrip of said city, for the purpose of paying such expenses, which shall be 
outside of the debt limit, and shall be for such terms, not exceeding five 
years, as said treasurer shall determine : provided^ that the amount of said 
loan shall not exceed two million dollars. All such notes, bonds or scrip. Terms and sale 
whether inside or outside of the debt limit, shall be negotiable, shall bear **' ^^^' 
interest payable semi-annually, shall be registered or with interest coupons 
attached, and shall be sold and disposed of in such manner, at such times, 
at such prices, in such amounts, and at such rates of interest, not exceeding 
four per cent per annum, as said treasurer may determine ; and any pre- sinking fnnd. 
miums received by said treasurer in the sale of any of said notes, bonds or 
scrip, shall, if the notes, bonds or scrip are issued for a term of ten years or 
more, be paid to the board of commissioners of sinking funds of said city, 
and be by them placed in the sinking fimd for the redemption of the loan 
created ; otiierwise they shall be applied to the payment of said notes, bonds 
or scrip, or to the payment of said expenses, as the mayor may determine. 

Section 14. The board of street commissioners of the city of Boston Assessment of 
shall, within two years after the completion of said tmion station, assess **®"^®° 
upon any real estate in the city of Boston which in the opinion of said 
board receives any benefit and advantage from the location and construc- 
tion of said union station. Summer street and Cove street, beyond the 
general advantage to all real estate in said city, a proportionate part of 
one half of the expense incurred by said city therefor, but in no case ex- 
ceeding such benefit and advantage : provided, however, that said terminal Proviso, 
company shall convey in fee to said city all the lands easterly of the west- 
erly line of Dorchester avenue extended, without requiring any compensa- 
tion therefor, and all the land, except the piece between Purchase street 
and Atlantic avenue, required for the laying out, widening and extension of 
Cove street and Summer street, at its actual reasonable cost to said com- 
pany ; and the city of Boston shall assume all such assessments which may 
be assessed upon land of said terminal company, or of either of said rail- 
road companies, held for railroad purposes. Except as otherwise provided |®® ^* ^^ 
in this section, sections two, three, five, six, seven and eight of chapter ' * 
fifty-one of the Public Statutes shall apply to assessments under this 
section. 

Section 16. The Union Freight Railroad Company shall, upon the union Freight 
request of the terminal company or of the mayor of Boston, remove its ^locate tracks, 
tracks on Federal street as now existing, and relocate and maintain the 
same on Dorchester avenue as extended under this act. Summer street 
extended, or on Cove street and Smnmer street to Atlantic avenne, or on 
either of said routes, as they are or shall be established and constructed 
under the provisions of this act, with the same powers and privileges and 
subject to the same duties, restrictions and liabilities now existing as to 
said tracks as located in their present location, upon such locations and in 
such manner as may from time to time be approved by the mayor ; and 
such relocations thereof shall be filed in the office of the city clerk. The 
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supreme judicial court, or any justico thereof, shall have jurisdiction in 
equity to compel compliance with the provisions of this section. 

Section 16. The West End Street Railway Company shall, upon the 
request of the terminal company or of the mayor of Boston, remove its 
tracks on Federal street as now existing between Summer street and 
Federal street bridge, and relocate and maintain the same, with all neces- 
sary turn-outs and connections on Summer street as extended, on Dorches- 
ter avenue as extended and on Cove street as widened and extended under 
this act, upon such locations and in such manner as may be from time to 
time approved by the mayor ; and such relocations thereof shall be filed 
in the office of the city clerk. The supreme judicial court, or any justice 
thereof, shall have jurisdiction in equity to compel compliance with the 
provisions of this section. 

Section 17. The New England Bailroad Company, for the purpose of 
connecting its road with the union station herein authorized to be con- 
structed, may extend its road from a point in the city of Boston as near 
the northerly end of its South Bay drawbridge as it may find practicable^ 
to said terminal company^s grounds ; and for that purpose may purchase 
or otherwise take in fee a strip of land not exceeding thirty feet in width 
through the land and location of the Old Colony Railroad Company, 
parallel to its main tracks as they may be then located, subject, however, 
to the right of the Old Colony Railroad Company to cross the same ; and 
the New England Railroad Company, the Old Colony Railroad Company 
and the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation may jointly or sepa^ 
rately construct such bridges across Fort Point channel as may be required 
for the adequate connection of their roads with each other and with the 
grounds of the terminal company, the plans thereof to be approved by the 
harbor and land commissioners ; and said New England Railroad Company 
may use the proceeds of bonds issued under its mortgage made the second 
day of September in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and re- 
corded with Suffolk county deeds on the twelfth day of September in the 
year eighteen hundred and ninety-five, to pay any expenses incurred by k 
under the provisions of this act 

Section 18. The Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation, for the 
purpose of connecting its road with the union' passenger station hereby 
required to be constructed, may extend its road from a point at or near 
Dartmouth street to said terminal company^s grounds, and thus abolish the 
grade crossing of its road and the road of the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Company ; and for that purpose may purchase or otherwise take in fee 
within seven years after the completion of said union passenger station, or 
within such further time as said corporations may with the approval of the 
railroad commissioners agree, a strip of land on the southerly side of and 
adjacent to the main tracks of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company 
as they shall be then established, not exceeding one hundred feet in width ; 
but it shall not take any land of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company 
within seven feet of the main tracks of the railroad of that company as then 
existing, without the consent of the directors of that company. And for 
the purpose of providing a station and facilities for passengers and public 
accommodation as hereinafter provided, in substitution for its present pas- 
senger station and facilities at Park square, which such change of its road 
to enable it to use the union station will require to be abandoned, the 
Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation may purchase or otherwise 
take in fee any land within the following limits, to wit: — Bounded by 
land of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, Columbus avenue, and 
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Buckingham, Dartmouth, Harwich and Yannouth streets, and the land now 
of the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation, and any other land 
adjacent thereto within such limits as the board of railroad commissioners 
may upon hearing in writing prescribe ; and said corporation shall file a Boston & Prov- 
location of the land hereinbefore authorized to be taken by it, or of so Co., when to 
much thereof as it then deems it necessary to take, in the registry of deeds bSw BtaUoiT"^ 
for the county of Suffolk, within three months after the plans for such near partmoath 
station and facilities are approved as hereinafter provided ; and shall there- 
upon, either alone or with the Boston and Albany Railroad Company, if 
they so agree, proceed with all reasonable diligence to the construction of 
a passenger station thereon as herein provided. 
Section 19. The Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation shall, ,to prepare. 

*■ plans for such 

within six months after said terminal company files its first location of land station, 
herein authorized to be taken for the construction of a union passenger 
station, prepare plans and specifications for the construction of a passenger 
station and approaches thereto and facilities for passengers and public 
accommodation, which shall be an adequate substitute for its present pas- 
senger station and facilities at Park square, and adequate for the business 
to be accommodated, and of such construction as may be best adapted for 
the accommodation of the railroad and the public, exhibiting its form, 
dimensions of walls, rooms and partitions, and arrangements, and its loca- 
tion with reference to the adjacent streets and to the tracks of all railroad 
companies located or proposed to be located in the vicinity thereof, and any 
projections over adjacent streets, so far as practicable ; and shall submit said ^ submit 
plans when completed to the mayor of Boston for his approval, who shall approval, 
forthwith approve or disapprove them in writing. The Boston and Provi- 
dence Railroad Corporation shall then at once submit said plans to the board 
of railroad commissioners for its approval, and said board, after notice to 
the railroad companies and to the mayor of Boston, and a hearing, shall 
approve the plans, or order such changes thereof as in their judgment the 
safety and convenience of the public and the interests of the railroad com- 
panies require. Said station, approaches and facilities shall be constructed 
and provided by the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation accord- 
ing to the plans thus approved by the board of railroad commissioners, or as 
the same may be changed as hereinafter provided ; and the supreme judicial 
court, or any justice thereof, shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the 
provisions of this section. But the Boston and Providence Railroad Cor- may alter 
poration may from time to time propose to the mayor of Boston any changes Sp^roVri.^etc. 
in the plans for said station, approaches and facilities, and the mayor shall 
forthwith approve or disapprove such changes in writing ; and the corpora- 
tion shall tiien at once submit such changes to the board of railroad com- 
missioners, who, after notice to the mayor and the railroad companies, and 
a hearing, shall approve the same, or order such modifications thereof as in 
their judgment the safety and convenience of the public and the interests 
of the railroad companies require. 

Section 20. The Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation and its Abandonment 
lessees, upon the completion of said union station and of the station or sta- station. "^^*"^® 
tions herein required to be constructed near Dartmouth street, shall aban- 
don the use of their present station in Park square for railroad purposes, 
and their railroad northerly of the crossing of the railroad of the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company near and easterly of Dartmouth street ; and the Approaches to 
board of street commissioners of the city of Boston shall lay out, and said Sree?8totk)n. 
city shall construct, suitable approaches to said station or stations to be 
constructed near Dartmouth street, in such directions and at such grades as 
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said board shall deem the public convenience and necessity require, and as 
the mayor of said city shall approve. 

Section 21. The Boston and Albany Railroad Company shall contract 
with the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation and with its lessees 
for the construction or common use of said station and facilities, or for the 
construction and use of a joint station at or near said point, in accordance 
with plans and specifications to be prepared and approved in the manner 
herein above provided for the preparation and approval of plans for the 
construction of a station by the Boston and Providence Railroad Corpora- 
tion ; or, if it does not so contract, then, upon the completion of the union pas- 
senger station, it shall construct and open for public use a station or stations, 
adequate for the accommodation of the public, at some point or points near 
Dartmoutii street ; and for that purpose it may purchase or otherwise take in 
fee any land within the following limits, to wit : — Boimded southerly by the 
location of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company ; westerly by Dart- 
mouth street ; northwesterly by land of the heirs of Eben D. Jordan, Trinity 
place, and land of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology ; and easterly 
by the westerly line of Clarendon street extended. And whenever a station 
upon the tract of land herein above described is open for use, the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company may discontinue its present passenger stations 
at Columbus avenue and Huntington avenue. The supreme judicial court, 
or any justice thereof, shall have jurisdiction in equity to compel compliance 
with the provisions of this section. 

Section 22. The Boston and Albany Railroad Company, within six 
months after the completion of said union station, shall abandon its present 
location from the southerly line of Kneeland street northerly to Beach street, 
and shall remove its tracks from the present grade crossing on Kneeland 
street between Lincoln street and Albany street ; and, for the purpose of 
extending its terminal facilities, may from time to .time purchase or other- 
wise take in fee the whole or any part of the tract of land bounded and 
described as follows: — Northerly by Kneeland street between the west- 
erly side of Utica street and the easterly side of South street ; easterly by 
the easterly line of South street to Lehigh street, thence across and by the 
westerly line of South street to the soutiierly line of Harvard street, so 
called ; southerly by the south line of Harvard street, so called, to the 
westerly line of Utica street ; and westerly by said line of Utica street to 
Kneeland street; and may discontinue and occupy for its purposes all 
streets and rights of way embraced within said limits, and may also take 
and discontinue any public or private ways within the tract of land bounded 
by Kneeland street, Albany street, Broadway, Lehigh street and South 
street 

Section 23. The laws of the Commonwealth relating to the taking of 
. lands for railroad purposes, and the location and construction of railroads, 
and the assessment of damages occasioned thereby, shall be applicable to 
and govern the proceedings in the taking of land hereby authorized to be 
taken by said terminal company or by any railroad company, except that 
the locations shall be filed in the registry of deeds, as herein provided ; and 
in case the parties, including mortgagees, cannot agree upon said damages, 
upon petition of any such party filed, within one year after the taking of the 
land, in the clerk's office of the superior court for Suffolk county, the same 
shall be assessed by a jury in that court. But if any owner of land taken 
and all mortgagees thereof shall elect to have the damages assessed by a 
commission of three disinterested persons appointed by the court, the court 
shall appoint such commission to assess said damages ; and their award, or 
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the award of the major part of them, when made and accepted by the 
court, shall be final, miless either party shall witiiin sixty days thereafter 
appeal therefrom, in which case the damages shall be assessed by a jury in 
that court. 

Section 24. No owner of any land taken -under the provisions of this Ownera of 
act shall be required to vacate his premises until three months after a loca- ^Jen to vacate. 
tion has been filed, taking the land ; and the Boston Gas Light Company 
shall not be required to vacate the whole or any part of the premises now 
owned or occupied by it until six months after such filing, or until after 
such further time, not exceeding fift;een months from the time of such filing 
and notice, as the board of railroad commissioners and the board of gas 
and electric light commissioners, who are for this purpose constituted a 
joint board, may, upon the application of either the railroad company or 
the gas company, made at any time after the passage of this act, aft>er hear- 
ing, prescribe in writing. 

Section 25. The terminal company shall pay a franchise tax to the Taxation of 
Commonwealth upon the true market value of its capital stock, without reSjestate^f 
any deduction whatever ; but its real estate required by this act to be used p™\°*^ ^°^' 
by said railroad companies, shall be assessed to and the taxes thereon shall 
be paid by said railroad companies ; and in the assessment of franchise taxes 
upon said railroad companies, each of them shall be deemed to be the owner 
of said real estate in the proportion in which it then has the use thereof 
under this act. 

Section 26. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved 
June 9, 1896. 



EESOLVES EELATING TO KAILROADS. 



Ventilation of Passenger Cars. 

Resolves of 1896, Chapter 101. 

Besolve provldinfir for an inveatifiration of the subject of the Ventilation 
of Bailroad and Street Railway Oars. 

Besolved, That the board of railroad commissioners is hereby instructed Board to inves- 

'' tlgate and 

to make an investigation into the general subject of the ventilation of pas- report on venti. 
senger cars used on steam railroads and street railways, including an in- l^ngoAarsT 
vestigation into the systems of ventilation now in use and other systems, 
with special reference to the question whether there are any systems of 
ventilation which should be adopted in whole or in part by railroad and 
street railway corporations in this Commonwealth. Said board shall report 
in print the result of their investigation, with their recommendations, if 
any, to the next general court on or before the first Wednesday of February 
in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-seven. [Approved May 25^ 1896\ 

Transportation of Bicycles. 

Revives of 1806, Chapter 112. 
Besolve relative to the Carriagre of Bicycles by Bailroad Corporations. 

Besolved, That the board of railroad commissioners is hereby instructed Board to invos. 

^fvaf^ ft no. 

to investigate and determine upon what terms and conditions bicycles report on car- 
should be carried within this Commonwealth by railroad corporations JiJff^^****'^' 
under the supervision of said board ; to recommend to said railroad cor- 
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poratioDs such changes in their present rules relative thereto as the board 
may think desirable for the public interest ; and to report to the general 
court what legislation, if any, the board may think advisable in regard to 
such carriage of bicycles. [Approved June 4, 1896. 



SPEGIAL LAWS KELATING TO RAILROADS. 



statutes of 1896. 

Chapter 15. — An Act making appropriations for salaries and expenses 
of the railroad commissioners. 

.Chapter 121. — An Act to extend the time within which the Hartford & 
Connecticut Western Railroad Company may locate and con- 
struct an extension of its road. 

Chapter 145. — An Act to extend the time for the construction of the 
Southbridge, Sturbridge & Brookfield railroad. 

Chapter 211. — An Act to extend the time for the location of the railroad 
of the Quincy Quarry Company. 

Chapter 257. — An Act to require alterations in the crossings of public 
and private ways with railroads in the towns of Hyde Park 
and Dedham, and to permit the use of electric power on the 
Dedham branches of the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
railroad. 

Chapter 321. — An Act relative to raising the grade and changing the 
location of the Providence division of the New York» New 
Haven & Hartford railroad in the city of Boston. 

Chapter 510. — An Act to incorporate the Mt. Tom Railroad Company. 

Chapter 511. — An Act to authorize the Worcester & Shrewsbury Street 
Railway Company and the Worcester & Shrewsbury Railroad 
Company to lease their property to the Worcester Consolidated 
Street Railway Company. 

Chapter 535. — An Act relative to the terminal facilities of the New Eng- 
land Railroad Company, and providing for the alteration of 
the grade crossing of Congress street with the road of said 
company in the city of Boston. 
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LAWS RELATING TO STBEET RAILWAYS. 



Inquests on Deaths by Accident. 

Acts of 1896, Chapter 802. 

An Aot relative to Beports of Evidence sriven at Inquests in cases of 
death by accident on Railroads and Street Railways. 

(See Chapter 802, page 3, anU.) 

Increase of Capital Stock. 

Acta of 1809, Chapter 409. 

An Act in relation to the Increase of the Capital Stock of Street Bail- 
way Companies. 

Section 1. Section fifteen of chapter one hundred and thirteen of the Amendment of 
Public Statutes, as amended by chapter three hundred and sixty-six of the JagTlJie! ^ ^*' 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven, is hereby amended 
by striking out in the nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first lines the words 
** but no increase shall be allowed beyond the value of the property of the 
company, including the cash to be paid in on such increase ^\ and inserting 
in place thereof the following words: — If it appears that the assets or 
capital stock of a company are impaired, the board may prescribe such 
conditions and requirements as it may deem proper. The amount of im- 
pairment, and the conditions and requirements imposed, shall be stated in 
the annual report of the board, — and by adding at the end of the section 
the following words : — and may in like manner be compelled to comply 
with any condition or requirement prescribed as aforesaid, ~ so as to read 
as follows: — Section 16, The directors of any street railway company. Board may 
on being thereto duly authorized by its stockholders, may from time to Sf ^piST^k 
time petition the board for leave to increase its capital stock beyond the on petiUon, 
amount fixed and limited by its articles of association, or by any act of the Bee 1894, 643. 
general court concerning the same, for the purpose of building and equip- Purpoeea. 
ping a branch or extension of its road upon a location duly granted or 
extended as provided by law, or for other necessary and lawful purposes 
set forth in the petition ; and the board, after an examination of the assets CondiUons. 
and liabilities of the company and a hearing on the petition, if it appears 
that the proposed purpose is lawfiil and consistent with the public interest, 
and that an increase of capital is necessary in order to enable the company 
to carry out the same in good faith, may by an order in writing allow such 
necessary increase, specifying the amoimt thereof, and the purposes for 
which the same is allowed. If it appears that the assets or capital stock 
of a company are impaired, the board may prescribe such conditions and 
requirements as it may deem proper. The amount of impairment, and the 
conditions and requirements imposed, shall be stated in the annual report 
of the board. A certificate, showing the amount and purposes of the in- Certificate, 
crease so allowed, shall forthwith be filed in the oflBice of the secretary of 
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Application of 
proceeds. 



the Commonwealth. The company shall not apply such increase, or the 
proceeds thereof, to any purpose not specified in the order of the board, and 
may be enjoined from so doing by any justice of the supreme judicial or 
superior court upon application of the board or of any interested party ; 
and may in like manner be compelled to comply with any condition or 
requirement prescribed as aforesaid. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. I Approved 
May 16,1896, 



Board may 
authorize 
extension of 



limits. 



Extension of Franchise, 

Acts of 1896, Chapter 501. 

An Act to provide for the Extension of the Franchises of Street Ball- 
way Companies. 

Section 1. A street railway company which by its charter or certificate 
of incorporation, or by special legislative act, is authorized to construct, 
chartered ^^° maintain and operate a street railway in any city or town in this Common- 
wealth, and which has constructed its railway therein, may, subject to the 
provisions of the general laws relating to the location, construction and 
operation of street railways, extend its railway into such other cities and 
towns in this Commonwealth, adjoining those cities and towns only in 
which said street railway company was empowered to build and operate 
its road under its original charter, as the board of railroad commissioners 
shall, upon tlie application of such company, and after public notice and 
hearing of all parties interested, certify that the public convenience re- 
quires. A duly attested copy of such certificate shall, within three days 
after the granting of the same, be filed by said board in the office of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. lApproved 
June 5, 1896. 



Certificate. 



State highway 
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may order 
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See P. 8. 118, 
$22. 



Proviso. 



Cost of changes, 
how paid and 
collected. 



Alteration of LocaUon^ etc. 

Acts of 1896, Chapter 541. 

An Act relative to Street Railways located on State Hlfirhways. 

Section 1. Whenever in the construction of a state highway it becomes 
necessary, in the opinion of the Massachusetts highway commission, to 
change the location, relay, or change the grade of that part of any street 
railway located on said highway, or to place different material between its 
tracks, or to make any other change in the location and construction of said 
railway, said commission may, in the manner provided in section twenty- 
two of chapter one hundred and thirteen of the Public Statutes for making 
such changes by boards of aldermen and selectmen, order the company own- 
ing or operating said railway to make such changes : jirovided, however, 
that the company shall thereafter enjoy the same rights in the new location 
that it had in the original location; and, unless the same are made within 
the time limited by said commission, the commission may make said changes ; 
and the cost of making the same, whether by the railway company or by 
said commission, shall be paid by said commission. Said cost, with interest 
at a rate not exceeding four per cent per annum, shall be paid by said rail- 
way company to the Commonwealth in ten equal annual payments ; and the 
auditor of the Commonwealth on or before the first day of July in each year 
shall certify the amount due to the tax commissioner, who shall forthwith 
demand the same ; and payment shall be made within thirty days thereafter. 
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The claim of the Commonwealth shall have priority over all other claims 
against said railway company, except for labor, and shall be collected in 
the same manner as the corporation tax ; but any such company may itself 
pay for the expenses of said changes at the time of making the same, and 
may anticipate said annual payments in whole or in part. 

Section 2. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage. [Approved June 
9, 1896. 

Ventilation of Cars, 

Resolvea of 1809, Chapter 101. 

Besolve providlnfir for an Investlfiratlon of the subject of the Ventilation 
of Ballroad and Street Bailway Oars. 

(See Chapter 101, page 18» arUe,) 



SPECIAL LAWS KELATING TO STREET RAILWAYS. 



statutes of 1896. 



Chapter 53. — An Act to extend the corporate existence of the Hanover 

Street Railway Company. 
Chapter 79. — An Act to incorporate the Shelbume Falls & Colrain 

Street Railway Company. 
Chapter 83. — An Act to authorize the Gloucester Street Railway Com- 
pany to lease the Gloucester & Rockport street railway. 
Chapter 105. — An Act to authorize the Greenfield & Turner's Falls 

Street Railway Company to purchase the property of the 

Montague Street Railway Company, to increase its capital 

stock and to issue bonds. 
Chapter 111. — An Act to incorporate the Amherst & Sunderland Street 

Railway Company. 
Chapter 119. — An Act to authorize the Pittsfield Electric Street Railway 

Company to construct and operate its railway in the town of 

Dalton. 
Chapter 120.— An Act to authorize the Conway Electric Street Railway 

Company to extend its tracks, increase its capital stock and 

issue bonds. 
Chapter 127. — An Act to extend the corporate powers of the Lowell & 

Suburban Street Railway Company. 
Chapter 130. — An Act to authorize the Quincy & Boston Street Railway 

Company to lease or purchase the property of the Braintree 

Street Railway Company and to increase its capital stock. 
Chapter 159. — An Act to incorporate the Middleborough & Lakeyille 

Street Railway Company. 
Chapter 161. — An Act to authorize the Reading & Lowell Street Railway 

Company to extend its railway into the towns of Billerica, 

Reading and Wilmington. 
Chapter 205. — An Act to incorporate the Templeton Street Railway 

Company. 
Chapter S62. — An Act to authorize the West Roxbury & Roslindale 

Street Railway Company to extend its railway. 
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Chapter 874. — An Act to authorize the Brockton Street Railway Company 
to extend its railway into the towns of East Bridgewater, West 
Bridgewater and Bridgewater. 

Chapter 375. — An Act to authorize the Brockton Street Railway Company 
to extend its tracks into the town of Easton. 

Chapter 378. — An Act to authorize the Clinton Street Railway Company 
to extend its tracks, increase its capital stock and issue bonds. 

Chapter 390. — An Act to authortee the Hanover Street Railway Company 
to extend its tracks. 

Chapter 430. — An Act to incorporate the Marlborough & Westborough 
Street Railway Company. 

Chapter 431. — An Act to incorporate the Martha's Vineyard Street Rail- 
way Company and to authorize it to lease or purchase the 
property and franchises of the Cottage City Street Railway 
Company. 

Chapter 432. — An Act to extend the time within which the Essex County 
Street Railway Company may construct and operate its rail- 
way. ' 

Chapter 437. — An Act to authorize the Northampton Street Railway 
Company to act as a common carrier of parcels. 

Chapter 468. — An Act to incorporate the Barnstable County Street Rail- 
way Company. 

Chapter 474. — An Act to authorize the Enfield & Longmeadow Electric 
Railway Company to extend its railway across the State line 
to and into the city of Springfield. 

Chapter 492. — An Act relative to the construction of subways in the city 
of Boston. 

Chapter 497. — An Act to incorporate the Taunton & Brockton Street 
Railway Company. 

Chapter 511. — An Act to authorize the Worcester & Shrewsbury Street 
Railway Company and the Worcester & Shrewsbury Railroad 
Company to lease their property to the Worcester Consolidated 
Street Railway Company. 
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